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How is the theme of survival presented?
The theme of survival is presented throughout the book. Dave surpasses hard experiences and abuses from his mother but never gives up. Even the readers never anticipate that he could bear all the burden but later emerges successful. "Mother can beat me all she wants, but I haven't let her take away my will to somehow survive."
What role does a family play in the life of a person?
Family is significant in someone's life, especially a growing child. I could sense Dave's happiness when the story accounted the moment their family was happy and in love; he was very ambitious and promising, unlike when he gave up with his dad being his superhero and the only shoulder to lean on. I felt his disappointment and dwindling will to live.
What impact can a friendly person play in the life of an abused child?
Dave wished to die; he had lost faith in life and everyone in it. He was at his elastic limit; no one was there to help him. When he was rescued by the principle, a sigh of relief for all his past was evident, and a glimpse of hope was found.
My feelings about the book.
I become very emotional reading the book as the accounts Dave went through were presented in a very descriptive and clear way, which created a lively imagination of the abuses he was subjected to. I was unable to comprehend how a small boy would surpass that without breaking and also find the will to bury the hatchet and live a meaningful life. To his mother, I could not understand why and how a mother would do such things. The lesson that I learned from the book is that, no matter how hard the road gets, we should always be hopeful of a brighter future.
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